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Brush confro1 and range seedings provide needed flexibilify in range managenlenf planning.
Sagebrush control, where sufficient desirable understory grasses are present, continues to be an excellent tool of range management. It has been found generally from the sand-sage areas of the plains to the bigsage in the West that "on the right site" money spent for sagebrush control is a sound investment.
In During each winter, the county agent and a small planning group of ranchers develop plans and procedures for the spring sagebrush control program. This requires a survey of interested ranchers to determine location and number of acres to be sprayed. Once the information is assembled, separate bids are let for the spray material (2,4-D butyl ester) and aerial application Aerial application bids are divided into fixed-wing and helicopters. Both types of aircraft are utilized where necessary to do the best job of brush control under a variety of conditions. The benefits of group action for brush control can be demonstrated by the bid prices obtained for 1966. The bid to furnish 6,000 gallons of 2,4-D butyl ester (6 lb/acre acid equivalent) delivered in Burns was just under 60$ lb. Bids to cover aerial application (including flagging) were around 80$/acre for fixedwing and $1.40 for helicopter. Thus, total costs of applying 2 lb herbicide are about $2.OO/acre with fixed-wing aircraft and $2.60 for helicopter. For the most part, herbicides have been applied in 5 gallons of water with a sticker spreader, but some diesel has been used. This certainly is a very good price when compared to the $2.00 to $3.50 application costs alone reported in some parts of the West in the past year or so.
Wildlife habitat is not ignored even though the brush control programs are conducted on private land. In the high country, aspen and willow thickets are skipped. Other desirable browse plants such as bitterbrush are carefully avoided. In addition, sagebrush is not sprayed on rough, steep canyons that are especially desirable for wildlife.
As a result of this program which has developed over the past few years, significant accomplishments have been made in Harney County (Table 1) .
Range revegetation, consisting primarily of seeding crested wheatgrass, has been a major program in Harney County along with the brush control. Seedings and decide to take advantage of it. The county extension agent served as a catalyst, an organizer, and as a source of information around which the program was built. All lands, public and private alike, have and will continue to benefit as a result of this program. The economy of the county has been and will continue to be strengthened as a result of this program of cooperative range management.
